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SUBJECT: REPORTED ABDUCTION OF COL. ERNEST R. MORGAN 

REF: (A) BEIRUT 8377; (B) A-775, FEBRUARY 5, 1975 

1. FOR BEIRUT: OUR HOPE OF COURSE IS THAT MORGAN IS 

BEING HELD ONLY FOR QUESTIONING AND WILL SOON BE RELEASED, 

AS IN OTHER RECENT INSTANCES OF ABDUCTION OF US OFFICIALS 
IN LEBANON. THIS SEEMS MOST LIKELY TO OCCUR IF ABDUCTION 
IS GIVEN LEAST POSSIBLE PUBLICITY, AVOIDING PARTICULARLY 
INFORMATION WHICH WOULD SUGGEST TO ABDUCTORS THAT MORGAN 
IS A FIGURE OF IMPORTANCE FROM WHOM THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
SECURE VALUABLE INTELLIGENCE AND FOR WHOSE RELEASE THEY 
MIGHT HOPE TO SECURE RANSOM CONCESSIONS. FROM THIS POINT 
OF VIEW, UNLESS YOU PERCEIVE OVERRIDING OBJECTION TO CON 
TRARY, BELIEVE EMBASSY SHOULD CONFINE ITS COMMENTS TO 
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TODAY, SEPARATELY REPORTED. 

2. FOR ANKARA: REQUEST ANY FURTHER PRESS STATEMENTS RE 
ABDUCTION BE COORDINATED PRIOR TO RELEASE WITH DEPARTMENT, 

PER ENCLOSURE 3 TO REFERENCED AIRGRAM. INGERSOLL 
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